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	Unit Overview

	Title
	Distant Voyages

	Focus Questions

	Why is it important to work together?

	How do you draw conclusions from a passage or story?

	Unit Summary

	In this unit, the students will use technology skills to reinforce reading, vocabulary and grammar skills.  Students will use Microsoft Word to show drawing conclusions, Inspiration to increase understanding of narrative elements of a story, the Internet to practice drawing conclusions, and Inspiration to increase understanding of vocabulary.

	Subject Area(s)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Math
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Science
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Studies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Writing
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Library and Information Literacy

	Grade Level

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Kindergarten
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grade 1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grade 2

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grade 3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grade 4
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grade 5

	Standards

	MN State Academic Standards

	Writing 1.1 Develop concept and design

Writing 1.2 Use style appropriate to the audience and purpose

Writing 1.3 Apply writing conventions

Writing 3.5 Publish

	

	

	National Education Technology Standards:

III. Research and Information retrieval     
b. Students evaluate and select information sources and technological tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks.
VI. Technology Operations and Concepts
a. Students understand and use technology systems.
b. Students identify and use applications effectively and productively.

	Learning Outcomes

	Students will:

Story map using the narrative elements.
Draw conclusions to a story prompt using word processing program.

Navigate on Internet to review skill of drawing conclusions

Review vocabulary skills by using Inspiration program.

	

	

	Student Assessment

	Island of the Blue Dolphins story map
Vocabulary Review
Drawing conclusions worksheet

Harcourt Brace Trophies website review

	Students read passage and answer questions about story.  Students will draw conclusions and write an expanded conclusion to the passage using a Microsoft Word Form.
Students will use the Inspiration web to complete the narrative elements of the story Island of the Blue Dolphins.
Students will use the Inspiration program template to match vocabulary to definitions.

	
	[image: image1.emf]Island of the Blue  Dolphins Story Map


Clicking on this icon will open the document.  Document will be placed in network folder for student access.
[image: image2.emf]Drawing conclusions


Clicking on this icon will open the document.  Document will be placed in network folder for student access.
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Clicking on this icon will open the document.  Document will be placed in network folder for student access.



	Accommodation Options

	ELL / IP Students
	Partner with another student to read the words and sentences.

	Extension 
	Other drawing conclusions websites

	Management/Organization Tips

	Introduce in the computer lab or with a mobile lab for initial teaching. Then use activities either individually or in partners as needed.

	Approximate Time Needed (Example: 45 minutes, 4 hours, 1 year, etc.)

	Story Map- 45 minutes 
Vocabulary Review- three 15-minute sessions or one 45-minute session

Harcourt website- two 30-minute sessions

Drawing conclusions worksheet- 30 minutes



	Prerequisite 

	Technology Skills

Microsoft Word

Introduction to Inspiration
Open a document

Print a document

Save a document (up to teacher)

	Materials and Resources Required for Unit

	Adopted Print Materials:  Harcourt Trophies Distant Voyages (Theme 2)

	Adopted and other Audio/Visual:  none

	Supplemental Resources (including Internet resources): 

www.harcourt.com  
Harcourt Brace Trophies site to review skill of drawing conclusions



	Supplies:  

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mimio Interactive     Whiteboard
	
	


	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Word
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Photo story
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 KidPix

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Excel
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Internet Explorer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Inspiration     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Kidspiration

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft PowerPoint
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unitedstreaming.com 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Movie Maker

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Publisher 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      
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Drawing Conclusions

page 161


Authors don’t always tell you everything about the characters, situations or events in a story.  They expect you to use what you know and your own personal experiences to draw conclusions as you read.


Read this story





In 1943 America was involved in World War II, and a large number of professional baseball players were in the military.  President Roosevelt was on the verge of suspending major-league baseball for that year when a group of businesspeople, headed by P.K. Wrigley, the owner of the Chicago Cubs, offered a solution.  The businesspeople created the first professional baseball league for women.  The goal was to keep baseball alive and Americans entertained until the war was over.


Answer the questions: 



Click in a box


1. Which is the best conclusion for the information in the paragraph?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Minor-league baseball became popular during the war.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Americans opposed the women’s baseball league.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The women’s baseball league helped keep baseball alive during WWII.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Women refused to play on teams with ten players.


2. How can you expand the conclusion you chose for Question 1? Type your answer in the gray box.

      

3. What generalization can you make based on that conclusion? Type your answer in the gray box. 


     

***Print your final answers to the black and white printer



