Grant proposal
Use of electronic portfolios/web pages of knowledge


Students will use digital cameras to capture their learning in a digital format.  These images will be used to create an electronic portfolio and a web page of knowledge.  With the use of a projection machine, a laptop computer, laser pointer, scanner and speaker system, students will present their creations to the class, the teacher, and their parents.  The use of student-led conferences will give the students a chance assess their own learning and present it to their parents.  


Throughout the school year there are many opportunities for students to learn.  Many assessments are given, scores are taken and grades are given back to the students.  Often the students do not take the time to reflect on their learning.  They look at the grade and interpret it as good or bad and move on.  This was a situation I wanted to address with the students.  I started to use portfolio writing to allow the students to look deeper into that grade, celebrate what they did well and concentrate more on what they need to work on for future assessment.  These portfolios have been of great reward for students to be able to reflect on their learning, something I feel they lack in practice and in their focus.  By setting time aside for students to think about what they have learned, they are given the chance to be critical of how they are learning.  In this reflection time students are given an opportunity to realize and understand what works and modify what does not.  This is a critical part in helping students to become lifelong learners and learning how to assess what they have learned.  Therefore, portfolio assessment has been a positive and celebrated piece of our classroom learning.  


Portfolios have been something I have always wanted to take into the digital realm.  I have presented students with many chances to become computer savvy.  Students can word process, search the internet and play an assortment of games.  Knowing this, I would like to take their learning to the next level.  I want to find out what students are capable of doing with their creativity and ability to utilize the resources they are given in order to get the most out of their learning.  Kids genuinely, in most instances, have an interest in technology.  I want to focus this energy into a positive experience where they are learning about life-skills as well as themselves as a learner.  In the end they will have a year-long collection they can say is their creation and completed to their desired outcome.

Integration

There will also be some time spent on the curriculum standards in technology integration.  Students will be given a set of objectives that must be completed.  These objectives will evolve and be updated throughout the year.  Included in these objectives students will presenting pieces of their portfolio to their peers, to their teacher and to their parents at conferences.  They will need to include pictures taken by a digital camera, items scanned into the computer for display, sound effects including their own voice. 

Project-based learning proves to be something where students feel they learn and attain the most information.  Throughout the year students will have access to many different forms of technology, including a scanner, a digital camera, a laptop and projector.  These will become areas of learning for students in the technology driven age we currently live in.  Basic computer skills will be integrated into the discovery of technology and its many capacities. 
 Working cooperatively with other students to problem-solve with the equipment, students learn valuable interpersonal skills.  Social interaction is something I focus heavily on through cooperative learning.  The skills of speaking to others and being able to field questions and decipher constructive criticism are important pieces of my classroom and the focus of students on learning from their experiences.  Students will present their portfolio piece to a small group before they present to the whole class, the teacher, and to their parents.  
Instructional strategies

Use of many types of instructional strategies can assist students in their learning by teaching to their strengths.  The use of computers helps to keep students focused on their tasks.  The tactile/kinesthetic learners have few problems with their attention and tend to be very successful with the use of technology.  Visual learning has also proven to be a teaching mode of instruction that has been very effective.  When instructing the students of the expectations of their portfolios, I will utilize visual and verbal instruction, increasing their understanding.
Web site of knowledge

I model the use of the internet with my students by creating my own communication web site, which I utilize to communicate with parents.  Students wanted the opportunity to create their own web site I have made this a reality.  As they create a web site they must correlate it to their learning in math by adding one thing they have learned with each update.  As a part of this learning experience, I wanted it to be personalized to their learning and to their personality.  Students are given the opportunity to create a biography page where they can add anything to make it their own creation.  This time is given only after they have taken the time to add one item they have learned since their last update.  In essence, the final creation is a dictionary of terms, examples of problems, and tips or clues to help trigger their memory.  This is a cumulative process and can be changed and added to at any time.  Reflection on their experiences takes learning from the comprehension or application level to analysis and synthesis.  Getting to this point is worth the effort and thought they have put into their web sites. 

Once these sites have been created I would like for the students to celebrate their learning by being able to present them to the class.  With the use of a projection device, laptop, wireless internet connection and laser pointer tool students will present their site to their classmates.  They will feel the positive energy of being able to express what they have learned throughout their experiences.  I, as the teacher will also use these sites as reference materials for reviewing material and modeling student sites that fulfill the requirements I have put into place.  The creation of these sites along with the use of technology will take student learning to a level of integration with math, language arts, social skills/public speaking.


Gifted students and remedial students make differentiation of materials a challenge.  Use of the web sites gives all students the positive feeling of success, because they are getting to express their learning.  Gifted students have been able to create web sites on their own in order to teach the skills they already know.  Remedial students will be able to use these sites as a resource for their learning, this also validates the work the gifted have put into their learning.  I have students with special needs who do very well with a keyboard, but struggle with the written language.  Being able to create and present their site will be a way for them to celebrate their learning.
