Rick Bell
Information Collection


Throughout my internship I was able to collect data and information in many different areas including debriefing students in the office, observing teachers and organized many pieces of data for the technology integration movement. I am very interested in the collection of data in schools. I think the Response to Intervention movement will become very important in appropriately meeting the needs of students. 

I was very fortunate to have flexibility in my teaching role to step into the Principal’s Office if needed. I spent sixteen days standing in that role which included meeting with and disciplining students. Many of the incidents required an in-depth collection of data to come to a conclusion. I really enjoyed working with the students and getting to bottom of the problems. Many phone calls and discussions with parents followed my student/teacher conversations. This was a great opportunity to practice for when I am sitting in my own “Principal’s Chair”. 

I was put in charge of collecting and organizing a lot of the data and clock hours earned by teachers. Having the ability to work with software programs like Microsoft Excel made the organization of the numbers a lot easier. Crunching numbers and organizing them is a strength of mine, I love finding patterns and easy ways to decipher trends with numbers. I know this will help me with the organization of material as a principal. 


I was given the opportunity to observe two teachers. This experience involved a pre-conference to go over what to look for and the focus of the lesson. The post-conference was a great chance to go over the lesson with the teacher upon completion. I was able to look for how many boy/girls were getting called on as well as the engagement level of students throughout lessons. To be able to watch teachers of varying tenure provided me with a valuable experience. This was definitely a highlight of my internship and helped me to feel more comfortable about observing teachers. 

Collection of data was something I am constantly doing; I know that my experiences with RtI, Microsoft Excel and observing teachers will help prepare me for the data collection surge that has taken education by storm. 

