Rick Bell
Policy and Political Influences


This is an area where I am not as confident as many others. I was not a part of many discussions about policy during my internship, but Acceptable Use with technology in our district is one area I have some experience. I also put many hours into the creation of our district’s Technology Acquisition Program. Other than the technology opportunities, my experiences are limited when dealing with policy and politics. 


Creating and educating about the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) is an important part of schools as we move into a technology driven age. Students and staff must be educated on the uses of technology and what is deemed unacceptable. I was a part of a discussion at TIES which included Technology Coordinators and Superintendents. This conversation addressed the use of the Web 2.0 in schools, where students are able to interact and collaborate through the Internet. There are many different scenarios which make this a tremendous learning environment, but the newness creates some uneasiness with administrators. Our district is still battling the idea of our students having their own email address and many of the students are far beyond email in their technology use. Students will be exposed to these different types of technology, such as blogs, wikis, and social networking sites on their own, would it be better to teach them appropriate use at school? 

As an administrator, I will need to address my lack of knowledge in this area. I know that being involved in the political process of the Board of Education will help with the understanding of how our policies are put in to play. I also know that being a part of the building leadership team as a teacher will help me to understand why principals have policies in place. This perspective will help me when I am the principal trying to implement new policies, understanding who and why they will be affected. 
