Rick Bell
Oral and Nonverbal Communication


Presenting to staff was my primary role as a Technology Integration Specialist. I have had many opportunities to perfect the skill of getting up in front of people and presenting material to them. I designed presentations for individuals, small groups and whole staff meetings. I also had the opportunity to present to parents at a Math Night and at a Parent Advisory Meeting. 


Creating presentations which cater to the needs of your audience is something I emphasized. I knew that if I made it relevant to them they would be attentive to the material. With each presentation, I sent out a short commercial to introduce the material. Then once I sparked their interest, I made sure to follow a pattern of introduction, how to implement it, and something cool as a bonus. I knew that I needed to differentiate to my audience. Much as a good teacher, best practice when presenting technology must have many layers of material. Using technology and visuals is a great way for people to retain the information, I used the technology they would have access to in their classroom to present the session topic. 


When presenting to a parent group at the Falcon Ridge Math Night, I was able to bring light to our math program and introduce ways that parents can be involved in their child’s education. Being able to address parent questions about our math curriculum allows our community to be confident in our math program. 


I also lead a discussion at a Parent Advisory meeting about a Family Fun Evening at Raven Stream Elementary. When presenting to parents, you can’t assume they will understand the school setting. First I presented material to them and then opened it up for questions and comments about the ideas. 

Overall, I would say that I have been very versed at communicating with adults in a presentation setting. I have had many opportunities to get in front of my colleagues and share information which I wanted them to benefit from. I have not had the opportunities to address the cultural concerns that may come up over time, but I am confident that I will handle it with sensitivity and tact. If there are two things to remember when presenting they are: 1) be passionate and 2) be over prepared. If you are passionate, your energy will show through in your presentation and the audience will be sold more easily. If you are prepared, you will have the confidence and show a relaxed environment which is safe for learning. 
