Rick Bell
Student Guidance and Development


This is an area I did not get to explore as much as others. My classroom experience has helped me to be involved in many of the components of student guidance and development, but throughout my internship experience it was lacking. I would consider this one of my weaker areas. I did have some great experiences while standing in as a principal. I was able to work with the social worker and school psychologist to attend to a student who was extremely deviant. I also took part in an IEP meeting from an administrator’s point of view and placements of Early Childhood Special Education. 

Being in the principals chair provided me with the opportunity to defuse a situation with a student making violent threats and being defiant of authority. In doing so I was able to speak with him, his parents, school social worker, teacher and school psychologist. We had to make some decisions to help with his educational experience as well as the other students in his classroom. In our discussion, I suggested that he not be in school for a length of time, he was eventually moved to an alternative program for treatment of mental illness. 


As a teacher, you are involved in many different IEP meetings and placements. I had never had the opportunity to be a part of an Early Childhood Special Education placement. That was an interesting situation. The students fell under the ASD umbrella and we discussed the LRE for the students. Along with me in the discussion were the family, the ASD Specialist, and special education teachers. This was a great experience to see where the Special Education experience begins. 

There are many things I can do to more completely fulfill my experience with student guidance and development. I would like to spend a lot more time discussing and researching the Response to Intervention model. I did have the opportunity to join in a meeting discussing the district’s procedures for data collection and dispersal. I have also been a part of a summer school and after-school program, being involved in those types of programs are a great way to gain more experience in building programs. 
